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EXCLUSIVE 



THESE TWO DESIGNS HAVE BEEN CREATED ESPECIALLY FOR, AND 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOU! THEY SHOW HBO’s CRYPT-KEEPER ENJOYING 
EITHER TALES FROM THE CRYPT #7 (BLUE COVER) OR #8 (RED 
COVER.) EACH DESIGN IS AVAILABLE ON A BLACK OR WHITE 100% 
COTTON SHIRT. 

SPECIFY YOUR CHOICE OF DESIGN AND SIZE (LARGE OR X-LARGE). 
CHOOSE FROM: RED COVER ON BLACK SHIRT, $15. 

BLUE COVER ON BLACK SHIRT, $15. 

RED COVER ON WHITE SHIRT, $14. 

BLUE COVER ON WHITE SHIRT, $14. 


SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED, SO ORDER SOON. ADD $5 SHIPPING AND 
HANDLING IN THE US. PLEASE CALL FOR SHIPPING CHARGES 
OUTSIDE THE US. 


GEMSTONE PUBLISHING POB469 WEST PLAINS, MO 65775 
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by Jim Twitchell 

Horror art is not, strictly speaking, a genre; It 
is rather a collection ot motifs in a usually predic¬ 
table sequence that gives us a specific 
physiological effect—the shivers. As the Fat Boy 
said in Charles Dickens' The Pickwick Papers. "I 
want to make your skin crawl.” 

We do not have to know what is going on to be 
affected. An audience, in fact, may search for ar¬ 
tificial horror without much intellectual explana¬ 
tion or sophistication. The art demands audience 
participation or, better yet, conspiracy: like 
children huddled around the campfire asking for 
“just one more scary story.” 

No one has ever tracked the major carriers of 
horror—the vampire, the werewolf, and the “huik 
with no name'—from their lairs in the sub¬ 
conscious, up through folklore, into the printed 
text of Dracula, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, and 
Frankenstein. From them came a veritable jungle 
of cinematic monsters. 

Critics have uniformly neglected the word they 
so readily invoke—horror. It is a difficult word 
primarily because we think we know what it 
means: what is horrible is what we are frightened 
of. Give any journeyman moviemaker a razor and 
a young lady, or lumbering beast and a shrieking 
ingenue, and he should be able to scare the wits 
out of any audience. This is true as far as it goes, 
but horror really refers to a rather specific effect 
of that fright. To understand the meaning of 


“horror” we are Initially taken back to the iatin 
word horrere, which means "to bristle,” and it 
describes the way the hair stands on end during 
moments of shivering excitement. From this 
comes creeping fiesh or, more simply, the 
“creeps.” Hence both real and artificial horror- 
such as in Tales From the Crypt— offer a moment 
of ecstatic dread, a second of full-passioned fixi¬ 
ty, of panic and exultation. The experience is com¬ 
monly known as goosefiesh. What we call 
gooseflesh is usually caused by abrupt changes 
in body temperature and is the warm-blooded 
animal's attempt to shove up its thermostat. Our 
teeth chatter, knees knock, and skin shivers. Wfe 
stand still and shudder, suddenly paralyzed. 

At the height of horror we must scream or the 
tension, the pressure inside us, will cause us to 
go Insane! 

Terror, as differentiated from horror, must start 
anew in each generation, not because the objects 
we fear are so changeable, but because the 
images of them are. We now don't fear space in¬ 
vaders; we fear what we might bring back from 
space. A generation from now there wiii be a dif¬ 
ferent "terror in the aisles.” But horror Is different. 
We wiii keep returning to watch the werewolf 
transform, or the vampire bite the virgin, or Dr. 
Frankenstein experiment in the laboratory, or Dr. 
Jekyil meet Mr. Hyde, and we will probably con¬ 
tinue this interest until we resolve whatever it is 
in these myths that is unresolved within 
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If you like the book you're holding, then you’ll love this comprehensive collection of every 
E C. New Trend and New Direction comic book, packaged in 13 deluxe, slipcased sets, 
as illustrated above 

These oversized, 9"x12"sets consist of 53 hardbound books, Smythe-sewn for durability, 
and printed in black and white, so the fine craftsmanship of the E.C. artists can be studied 
and enjoyed to its fullest. All covers are in brilliant full color! 

Because of the care and expense that goes into producing each set, the retail price ranges 
from $50, for the two-book sets, to $110 for the five-book sets. 

These books are not sold in chain bookstores, but are available only from the publisher 
and selected comic book specialty shops For complete information, write to: 


Russ Cochran. Publisher P.O. Box 469 West Plains. MO 65775 
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COMING UP NEXT FROM GLADSTONE 



The Vault of Horror #1, featuring: 

“Star Light, Star Bright” by Johnny Craig 
“While the Cat’s Away” by Jack Davis 
“Smoke Wrings” by Reed Crandall 
“Where There’s a Will” by Graham Ingels 
“The Wall" by Johnny Craig 
“House of Horror” by Harvey Kurtzman 
“The Mad Magician” by Harry Harrison and 
Wally Wood 

“The Thing in the Swamp” by Al Feldstein 

ON SALE MAY, 1990 


WEIRD SCIENCE #1, featuring: 

“A New Beginning” by Al Williamson 
“The Headhunters” by George Evans 
“My World” by Wally Wood 
“Outcast of the Stars” by Joe Orlando 
“Am I Man or Machine?” by Al Feldstein 
“Only Time Will Tell” by Harry Harrison and 
Wally Wood 

“The Men of Tomorrow” by Jack Kamen 
“Trip into the Unknown” by Harvey 
Kurtzman 

ON SALE JUNE, 1990 










(continued from inside front cover) 
ourselves. That is why Tales From the Crypt, The 
Vault of Horror, and The Haunt of Fear are as 
apt today as they were forty years ago. 

If we see a victim being stalked by an ax- 
murderer with the requisite cleaver in hand, our 
sensation will be terror; but let that murderer be 
a zombie, a vampire, a werewolf, or anything akin, 
and our response is horror. That's what E.C.s are 
all about. 

In make-believe horror there Is always 
something hidden, something still and ever- 



concealed, some forbidden knowledge, a kept 
secret. We don't quite know. But we would like 
to find out if we could do so safely. That's why 
Gladstone feels E.C. horror will strike the same 
responsive chord with readers today as it did in 
the 1950s. It's generally acknowledged that hor¬ 
ror Is not just an aspect of human experience, but 
a central part of it! 

Had Newton really been right, and had there 
really been laws to govern all change, there could 
be no horror; only temporary ignorance, only ter¬ 
ror. The sleep of reason, contended Goya In 1798, 
produces monsters and monsters have always 
been the prime Carriers of horror. They are always 
"out there," rising from the ooze of the sub¬ 
conscious. like sea-beasts on the horizons of an¬ 
cient maps and they are never totally nonhuman. 
The ancient monsters—the centaur, the sphinx, 
the mlnotaur—are partly brute and partly human, 
and the brute part is not In Itself frightening. So 
too the modern monsters—the vampire, the 
Frankenstein monster, and the werewolf—are 
images of horror not because they do dreadful 
things to us (although they may well), but because 
they block our attempts to classify, categorize, 
and hence control them. 

H. G. Wells generated intense horror In The 
Island of Dr. Moreau (1896) simply tv dispas¬ 
sionately describing the harmless mutants created 
by the "mad scientist" who infused human forms 
and attributes into the animal world; Victor Hugo 


achieved the same effect by "crossing” 
Quasimodo with the gargoyle. 

It would be nice to think that a proper educa¬ 
tion could rid one of a hunger for horror, but 
theologians like John Wesley have always known 
better. Horror images have always been more than 
fear-jerkers; they are invariably the most subtle 
projections of buried and repressed fear. When 
it comes right down to it, the fascinating ques¬ 
tion Is not why monsters were so suddenly ob¬ 
vious In the late eighteenth century, but how they 
could have been suppressed with such success 

The invocation of horror has always been pre¬ 
sent in the English tradition from Beowulf on. In 
modern versions we forget the victims and even 
the hero, but we remember the monster! Everyone 
who read the original E.C.'s remembers a favorite 
today. . . and It Is usually the monster or the deed 
that stands out. Thinking back to your own high 
school or college literature class, do you 
remember who, for instance, kills Dracula? How 
Is the Frankenstein monster destroyed? Are we 
sure the werewolf is dead? Monsters have 
become bogeymen, and as the child in Halloween 
says, '"te can't ever kill the bogeyman.” 

We read for enjoyment, including horror. But we 



keep coming back because of memories. A cult 
of E.C. collectors began in the '50s and has sur¬ 
vived to this day, though most think of themselves 
just as "fans." Some of the same ones who made 
contact with each other through the Letters to the 
GhouLunatics pages in those days still are in 
touch with each other today. 

(We would like to thank Jim Twitchell, who Is 
currently Alumni Professor of English at the 
University of Florida,, for his permission to excerpt 
portions from his book. Dreadful Pleasures: An 
Anatomy of Modern Horror, published by Oxford 
University Press. We apologize for any points that 
may have been lost by our abbreviations of his 
words or any changes of meaning that may have 
resulted from our blending of his thoughts with 
an occasional brief insertion of our own. 

—The Publishers) 


NOW 

E£, CLASSICS! 



E.C. ANTHOLOGIES! 
COLLECT THE COMPLETE SET! 


These E.C. Classics reprint 96 famous stories by 
the great 1950s artists Jack Davis, Wally Wood, 
Al Feldsteln, Al Williamson, “Ghastly" Graham In¬ 
gels. Johnny Craig, Harvey Kurtzman. Jack Kamen, 
John Severln, Joe Orlando and othersl 1-6 contain 
stories from selected Issues, Order by number: 1. 
Tales from the Crypt (limited supply: available 
only as part of a set). 2. Weird Science. 3. Two- 
Fisted Tales (Includes Frontline Combat). 4. Shock 


SuspenStorles. 5. Weird Fantasy. 6. Vault of Hor¬ 
ror. 7. Weird Science-Fantasy (issues 23 & 24). 
8. Crime SuspenStorles (Issues 17 & 18). 9. Haunl 
of Fear (issues 14 & 15). 10. Panic (Issues 1 & 2). 
11. Tales From the Crypt (issues 23 & 24). 12. 
Weird Science (issues 20 & 22). Oversee 8'xll ’ 
quality paper, full color, stiff covers. $6.00 each, 
Includes postage $ handling. Complete set (all 12) 
for only $60.00. 


GLADSTONE PUBLISHING • Box 2079 • Prescott, Arizona 86302 
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and start a Quick - Cash 
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CAR BURNING OIL? 

Engineer’s Discovery Stops it Quich 

Without A Cent For Mechanical Repairs! 
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The Return of 

TALES FRO 
THE CRYPT 


I t's one of the biggest surprises in the world of comics and graphic novel publishing! Shortly 
before the 2007 New York Comic Con, Papercutz announced that we would be publishing 
all-new TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics. After more than 50 years, EC Comics' legendary 
flagship title returns with all-new shocking SuspenStories, narrated by the original Crypt- 
Keeper, Old Witch, and Vault Keeper. Each issue will feature two 20-page tales of terror in the 
EC tradition! 

Reactions ranged from excitement -from fans thrilled to see the most famous horror comicbook 
ever return after over fifty years, to shock-that it was to be coming from a publisher primarily 
known for its graphic novels such as Nancy Drew and The Eiardy Boys which contain material 
suitable for all-ages, as the HBO TALES FROM THE CRYPT series certainly contained a fair 
amount of adult content. 

“People forget that the original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, published by the EC 
Comics back in the 50s, was also intended for all-ages, and its primary readership was young 
boys,” Papercutz Fditor-in-Chief Jim Salicrup is quick to point out. But that may be exactly what 
fans find so controversial. The original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics, featuring stories 
dreamed up by EC publisher William M. Gaines and his editor A1 Feldstein, and drawn by 
Feldstein, as well as Graham Ingles, Jack Davis, Jack Kamen, Joe Orlando, Wally Wood, Harvey 
Kurtzman, Bill Elder, Reed Crandall, Johnny Craig, A1 Williamson, George Evans, and colored 
by Marie Severin, started a horror comics craze that soon drew the attention of psychiatrist Dr. 
Frederick Wertham. 

Wertham reacted to horror comics' popularity with children by writing a book called “Seduction 
of the Innocent," which maintained that comics led to Juvenile delinquency and even worse 
behavior. Parents were understandably alarmed, and soon the Senate Subcommittee to 
Investigate Juvenile Delinquency was taking a hard look at comicbooks. EC Comics publisher 

were entertaining stories told in good taste. Ultimately, comicbook publishers adversely affected 
by the negative publicity created the Comics Magazine Association of America which would 
review comics and award a seal of approval to assure parents that the comic’s contents were safe, 

Unfortunately, it was too late for many publishers, as the negative publicity had so hurt sales of 
comics that many comicbook companies went out of business. EC Comics, tried to hang in 
there, but despite canceling their horror comics, and creating new titles such as "Valor” and 
"Psychoanalysis,” only MAD comics, in a new magazine format, survived. 

The question is, was TALES FROM CRYPT really all that bad? “Of course not!" Salicrup insists. 
"Ironically, many of the original stories would be approved by today's revised Comics Code, but 
sure, there were some stories that still wouldn't get by. The point here is that the stories that 
Papercutz will be creating will be aimed at readers age 10 and up. Instead of excessive blood and 
gore, we'll be sticking to the TALES FROM THE CRYPT tradition of stories filled with inter¬ 
esting characters, lots of dark humor, and of course, the trademarked EC "shock" endings!" 

But ultimately it's you who will decide if we succeeded or failed. Send your comments to us at 
salicrup@papercutz.com or to THE CRYPT-KFEPER'S CORNER, PAPERCUTZ, 40 Exchange 
Place, Ste. 1308, New York, NY 10005. We’ll run the most interesting comments in our next 
issue, which is coming your way in Just 60 days. 

When reached for comment, The Crypt-Keeper said, ‘It’s good to be 
and it's about time! Ahahahah!" 
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Subject: Crypt-Keepers Cornet!!!!! 

a big^humbs up for having the guts to bring TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT back. What about THE 
VAULT OF HORROR, THE CRYPT OF TER¬ 
ROR, THE HAUNT OF FEAR? Man, that would 
be hot as hell if you published those as well. I’d buy 
‘cm, actually any EC comic would be exciting, 
CRIME SUSPENSE, SHOCK SUSPENSE, etc. 
Now, my nephew and I are real excited about these 

and only 2 stories per mag you ate going to have to 
make up for it in the quality of paper stock and 
front cover artwork. The artwork for issue 2 is 





Manueal. tAeIFROM THE CRYPT is the same 
comic as THE CRYPT OF TERROR, while we're wait- 

reviving those other TERROR-TITLES. If you like 
STIFF covers, why not simply buy our HARDCOVER 

with a US price and the other with a Canadian price! I 
expect you and your nephew to keep your word and buy 

HORRORgrams, SPOILED, andMUTILATED lim¬ 
ited edition coven, I suspect there's no cheap sales gim¬ 
mick those PINHEADS at Papercutz won't try! 


Subject: new TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
Hey, I heard about you on NPR. Any plans for the 
HAUNT or VAULT? I’ll tell everyone I know. I’m 
sending the link to your site (www.papercutz.com) to 
my distribution list. Hope you can get some more air¬ 
time, like the bit I heard today on NPR. I’m a big 
CRYPT fen (comics, movies, and TV), have the Russ 
Cochran hardbound collections, am constantly 
checking Ebay for more and this was the fust I had 
heard of your product. 

Good luck. Taking subscriptions yet? 

Bill Shaw 


NPR? Around here that means NAUSEATING 
PULSATING REMAINS! You probably mean the 
ultra-short frature Nina GreGORY produced on 
Halloween for Morning Edition on National Public 
Radio, which featured my idiot editor, Jim Sahcrup. 

As for subsCRYPTttons, just send us a check or 
money order, m US funds only, for $24 00for a one- 
year, six-issue subscnptton to TALES FROM THE 

hshed after we receive your order. 

Thus concludes another rousing intellectual DIS¬ 
SECTION regarding the greatest horror comicbook 
senes ever! Don't miss next issue featuring the GROSS¬ 
EST story yet - ”Ignoble Rot * by Fred Van Lente and 
Steve Manmon, as well as "Queen of the Vampires" by 

Keep those emails and letters coming! Tell us what 
you thought of this freaky, fan-offending fourth issue 
Send your letters to- 


The Crypt-Keepers Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 

Or email your savage commentanes or rage-fiUed reviews 
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Crypt-Keeper. Welcome to more CONDESCEND¬ 
ING CRITICISM, mixed in with a dollop of MIND¬ 
LESS PRAISE , for our previous inconsistent issues. 
Let's hear it for the FEARLESS FANS milling to hmve 
the BITING WIT and CUTTING COMEBACKS 
for which this politically incorrect letters column is 
becoming INFAMOUS! 

results of your votes on TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
# 4, hut the SHOCKING TRUTH is, at presstime we 
still havent received any! So, its still up in the air what 
you think about last issue’s TERROR TALES - 
“CRYSTAL CLEAR’ by Don McGregor and James 
Romberger and "Extra Life” by Nell Kleid and Chns 
Noah. For you ROTTING READERS living in the 
United States, thisuan elecaonyear, so it’s your DUTY 
to VOTE! Well give you one more chance, but when 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT *6 hits the stands, the 
voting on *4 will he OFFICIALLY OVERt 

If you somehow missed our FRIGHTENING fourth 
issue, the PENNY-PINCHERS over at Papercutz have 
already collected “CRYSTAL CLEAR‘ and other 

Horn entitled TALEs'fROM THE CRYPT #2 “CAN 
YOU FEAR ME NOW?” You’ll have to wait for the 
third CRYPT collection, entitled “Zombielieious" for 
"Extra Life' to be collected, though< But TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT #2, along with TALES FROM 
THE CRYPT tl ‘Ghouls Gone Wild!" should be on 
shelves of better BOOkstores now 

























COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, MR.EXES, VOLLMAR, SMITH 3, 
KLEID, MANNION, TODD, McGREGOR, MURASE, ROMBERGER, 
PETRUCHA, and HUDSON! 


ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 
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Wbauup, fright-fans? It's the Crypt-Keeper keepin it 
turreal in his CRYPT-CRIB! Ready for another round 
of HORRENDOUS REVIEWS and PAINFUL 
PRAISE? Seems like some of you have noticed that we’re 
actually LISTENING and RESPONDING to you - 
our CREEPY CRITICS! For an EERIE EXAMPLE, 
the fact that YOU voted “Queen of the Vampires .“ by 
Marc (with a “C") Bdgrey and Mr. Exes, your favorite 
story from TALES FROM THE CRYPT *5 says that 
you all enjoyed the new DARKER art style. 

Don't forget to vote for you PAVE ttory in this issue, 
and wet reveal the winner in our very NEXT ISSUE! 
No, never-ending camPAlNS here, hoys and 
GHOULS! And the winner wit be decided by YOU. 
not some SUPER-DELICATE-TYPES! 

For those of you in FLORIDA still watting for the 
result! on CRYPT *4 pot believe it or not, it was a 
TIE between “Crystal Clear “ by Don McGregor and 
Jama Romberger and “Extra Life" by Neil Kieid and 
Chris North. At least that’s what our official vote- 
counter “Hangin” Chad telh us! 

If you MISERABLE MISCREANTS missed any of 
our ROTTING recent issues, check out the paperback 
and hardcover collections now on sale. The third VEN¬ 
OMOUS VOLUME, entitled “TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT t>3: ZOMBIELICIOUS“ also features 
“Graveyard Shift at the Twiligfit Gardens' by Rob 
Votbnar and Tim Smith 3. an EXCLUSIVE all-new 
tale, never before seen anywhere! 

That taka care of OLD BUSINESS, let’s see what you 
DEAD HEADS sent us this time... 


HEY TERROR-LOVERS!!'!!!!!!!! 

Just want to say that TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT is the best comic EVER! 1 never read the 
old comics and I’m not allowed to watch the TV 
show. I loved the first issue, my favorite story was 
“Body of Work." In the second issue I loved 
“The Tenant” and the "Garden.” The third issue 
was great. I didn’t like the fourth issue that much. 

I have one complaint though. I like the artwork 
but it belongs in a different comic. If the comic 
is meant to be scary then the art should be scary. 

I have some tides for future issues: “DEATH 
HOUSE,” THE MONSTER FROM THE 
SWAMP" “THE ATTIC and “THEATER 
OF THE DAMNED.” 

You ghouls ROCK!!!!!'!!!! 

Sincerely, 

Colby “Crypt-lover" Nelson-Bent 


You ROCK. Colby!!!!!!!! And let us know what 
you think of the SCARY art in this issue. If it 
were any SCARIER our ancient editor would 
have a coronary!!!!!! 


Subject: TALES FROM THE CRYPT, The 
Return 

Hello Crypt Dwellers, 

First, let me say that I was shocked when I saw 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT was back. lam 
















too young for the comics, but was an avid fan 
of the TV series growing up. So once I saw the 
first issue in stores, I bought it. I was very 

and I have to say after the first story I was 
hooked. I love the art style that is being used. 
I know many people have complained that 
they would like to see something more modern 
maybe along the lines of Ben Templesmith, 
but I feel the art fits the stories. The stories arc 
very good as well. I especially liked the “Extra 
Life” (issue #4) story. You brought a part of 
modern pop culture in and I like that. I have 
bought every issue thus far and look forward to 

Praise aside, issue #5 gave us the “Kid Tested, 
Mother Approved” story. At first read I 
thought the art was a bit rough; but after a soc- 

!n short, great work. Keep up the pace. Love 

reviving such an entertaining comic. 

Jesse Rosenbaum 
Bridgewater, NJ 


Hey they weren't tidied EC for nothing! 




When I first learned that TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT was coming back from the dead, I was 
over the moon with joy! Now, after I reading 



they’re great, but what you have done with 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT this new run is, 
bad. I know that you’re making them for kids, 

and lame! I’m not saying that you should stop 
making TALES FROM THE CRYPT. No, for 
from it! And marketing to kids is okay. We need 

know what makes a good story, but don't dumb 
down yours for them. 

Kev 

Scotland 


We hear you. Kev! Tell us what you think our darker, 
scarier NEW (OLD) DIRECTION! 



We hate to tell you this, Peter, hut our biggest 
source for BLOOD-CURDLING story ideas are 
NEWSPAPERS! We figured since no one under 
the age of fifty reads those antiquated journals of 
jaw-dropptng TERROR anymore that we hit the 
jackpot! Or in other words, when it comes to all- 
out SCARY, nothing beats REALITY! 

Keep those emails and letters coming - it makes 
the other GhouLunaics ever GREENER with 
envy! Send letters to: 

The Crypt-Keepers Comer 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York. NY 10005 


SUBS@l^WlONSi 












fans: 


YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAI LED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU’VE THREATENED US! 

roo’vz vumm! 

(BUT WE'RE C0MIH6 OUT WITH 
THESE COUECTIOHS ANYWAY!) 



COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, HUDSON, KLEID, 
MANNION, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SMITH 3, TODD, and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 




















PAPERCUT B 


PROUOLY PRESENTS THE SHAMELESSLY-STRUGGLING-TO- 
WIN-FAN-SUPPORT SEVENTH ISSUE OF THE ALL-NEW... 



EVANS, GRAHAM INGELS, JACK KAMEN, BERNIE KRIGSTEIN, HARVEY 
KURTZMAN, JOE ORLANOO, GEORGE ROUSSOS, MARIE SEVERIN, 
AL WILLIAMSON, AND WALLY WOOO. 


"IGNOBLE ROT” 
FRED VAN LENTE 
WRITER 
MORT TOOD 
ARTIST 
MORT TODO 
LETTERER 



GHOULUNATICS SEQUENCES 
JIM SAUCRUP 
WRITER 


“MOONLIGHT SONATA” 
JOE R. LANSOALE & 
JOHN L. LANSOALE 
WRITERS 
CHRIS NOETH 
ARTIST 
MARK LERER 
LETTERER 



MARK LERER 
LETTERER 


STEVE MANNION 
COVER ARTIST 

MIKHAELA REID & MASHEKA WOOO 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 








IN THIS ISSUE 

AN AU-Nfl# STORY BY 
JOE R. LANSDALE & 
JOHN L. LANSDALE 


featuring; 
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Greeting, CRETINS! It's me, your digital camera-tot¬ 
ing Crypt-Keeper, with another SCARY SELECTION 
of SPAM from our beloved fans. Looks like our *NEW 
DIRECTION' toward DARKER more INTENSE 
TALES of TERROR ts going over better than expected! 
Just check out the voting far last issue’sfavorite TERROR 
TALE. “A Ripping Good Time " by writers Joe R. 

Romberger, SOUNDLY SLAUGHTERED 'Jumping 
the Shark ” by writer Aril Kaplan and artist Mr. Exes. 
Just goes to show that even today's frightening TV pro¬ 
ducers can’t compete with ol’ Jack the Ripper when it 
comes to the real FEAR FACTOR! 

We're also thrilled to announce that yet a FOURTH 
FEAR-FILLED collection of TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT stories from Papercutz, will soon he HAUNTING 
your favorite bookseller's shelves. Available in both 
paperback and COLLECTOR'S ITEM hardcovers, 
-TALES FROM THE CRYPT *4: CRYPT-KEEPING 
IT REAL!"features my never-before-seen YOU TOOMB 
contributions, “You Toomb’ by Stefan Petrucha and 
Tim Smith 3, “The Creditor" by Alex Simmons and 
Mori Todd, "Dumped" by Scott Lobdcll and Facundo 
VeUlla & Alejandro CahraL and ‘Roses Bedight" 
by Stefan Petrucha and Jeziel Sanchez Martinez. 
The third VENOMOUS VOLUME, entitled “TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT *3: ZOMBIELICIOUS!" fea¬ 
tures “Graveyard Shift at the Twilight Gardens" by Rob 
Vollmar and Tim Smith 3, an EXCLUSIVE all-new 
tale, createdjust for the graphic novel senes! 

I could also mention that the fint two collected CRYPT 
volumes CGhouts Gone Wild’" and “Can You Fear Me 
Now!") are both still on sale at better BOOkstores every- 

FAWN1NG FAN-MAIL... 3 3 
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YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 


yotrvs mmm 


(BUT WE'RE COMING OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 



COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, HUDSON, KLEID, 
MANNION, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SMITH 3, TODD, and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 














EVANS, GRAHAM INGELS, JACK KAMEN, BERNIE KRIGSTEIN, HARVEY 
KURTZMAN, JOE ORLANDO, GEORGE ROUSSOS, MARIE SEVER1N, 
AL WILLIAMSON, AND WALLY WOOD. 


“SHE WHO WOULD RULE 
THE WORLO” 
CHRISTIAN ZANIER 
WRITER. ARTIST, LETTERER, 
COLORIST 
MARVIN MARIANO 
COLOR/ST 



GHOULUNATICS SEQUENCES 


TERRY NANTIER 



JIM SAUCRUP 
WRITER 
RICK PARKER 

ART/ST/T/TLE LETTERER/COLOR 
MARK LERER 
LETTERER 
CHRISTIAN ZANIER 
COVER A ARTIST 
RICK PARKER 
COVER 8 ARTIST 

CHRIS NELSON & CAITLIN HINRICHS 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 


“VIRTUAL HOODOO” 
JOE R. LANSDALE & 
JOHN L. LANSDALE 
WRITERS 

JAMES ROMBERGER 
ART/ST 
MARK LERER 
LETTERER 

MARGUERITE VAN COOK 
COLORIST 


JIM SAUCRUP 
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Dear Crypt-Keeper, 

1 was recently at my local mall and In the center ptaz? 
was a temporary comic vendor. He had all kind; of comic 
collectibles. 1 walked straight up to him and asked him for the 


FROM THE CRYPT news! 

SUBS@W¥WlONS! 

amazing. He even had THE CRYPT OFTERROR issue two. 


FROM l ma^y 

r»T H * p T“ i of ho “t ^ g me 


Send to: subCRYPTions, PAPERCUTZ, 

though the new ones are nothing like them, I still love them, i 
1 would be so happy if you could revive THE HAUNT OF 
FEAR and THE VAULT OF HORROR. (Maybe even make 


MC, VISA, ond AMEX accepted. 









A SPECIAL EDITORIAL 

BY CATHY GAINES MIFSUD 



Thank You 
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YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 


(BUT WE'RE COMING OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 





COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, CABRAL, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, 
HUDSON, KAPLAN, KLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, MANNION, 
MARTINEZ, McGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SIMMONS, SMITH 3, TODD, VEULLA and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 













PAPERCUTIX 

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE NERVE-WRACKING, 
PAUN-FREE NINTH ISSUE OF THE ALL-NEW... 


mCL 

P£(°}C&] ‘u’KJE 



BASED ON THE CLASSIC EC COMICS SERIES. 


RESPECTFULLY DEOICATED TO WILLIAM M. GAINES, AL FELDSTEIN, 
REEO CRANOALL, JOHNNY CRAIG, JACK DAVIS, WILL ELDER, GEORGE 
EVANS, GRAHAM INGELS, JACK KAMEN, BERNIE KRIGSTEIN, HARVEY 
KURTZMAN, JOE ORLANDO, GEORGE ROUSSOS, MARIE SEVERIN, AL 
WILLIAMSON, AND WALLY WOOD. 


JAMES ROMBERGER & 
MARGUERITE VAN COOK 
ARTISTS 



“GLASS HEAOS” 


GHOULUNATICS SEQUENCES 
JIM SALICRUP 
WRITER 



RICK PARKER 

ARTIST/T/TLE LETTERER/COLOR 
MARK LERER 
LE7TERER 
STEVEN MANNION 
COVER ARTIST 

CHRIS NELSON & SHELLY DUTCHAK 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
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BUUUURRPPH 

‘Scuze me, kiddies, your ol’ pal the Crypt-Keeper just 
had the most DREADFUL DINING experience, thanks 
to The Old Witch! Would you believe she made me SICK 
and the Vault-Keeper RAT-ATOUILLE! If she ever invites 
you to lunch, RUN FOR TOUR 
LIFE! 

Meanwhile, back at the 
CRYPT... we're still painfully 
PINCHING ourselves (don’t 
try this at home!) over all the 
attention last issues SCARY 
SARAH PAUN cover (drawn 
by Ricko “the Sicko”Parker) and 
CATHY GAINES MIFSUD’S 
special editorial received! 

For example, GHOULISH GEOFF (THE BUTCHER) 
BOUCHER of the L A. Times wrote a GHASTLY 

Press and SPLATTERED across newspapers world-wide. 
Geoffyumti... 

“‘Talcs from the Crypt* became one of the signature 

industry regulations targeting the lurid comics, spurred 
hy televised Senate subcommittee hearings on juvenile 



“Palin, meanwhile, has taken heat for some overtures 
she made in 1996 while as mayor of Wasilla, Alaska- 
Criticized after reports that she sought to ban books 
from a local puhlic library, the GOP candidate has said 

about removing objoctionahle books from shelves, but 
that she never pursued it or mentioned specific titles. 

“But any White House candidate who even entertains 

to Tales from the Crypt,’ according to Jim Salicrup, 
editor-in-chief of Papercutz, the publisher that revived 

black and white these days - you ate either for or against 
one of the parties 100%. But for us this was about the 
history of EC Comics, the original publisher of Talcs 
from the Crypt.’ Anyone who knows char history knows 
that even of whiff of banning books is gping to get us 


Well, la-dee-dakf Who knew Salicrup was such a 
POLITICAL PUN-DfT? GRUESOME GRAEME 
McMILLAN writing the Political Science (Fiction) column 
on io9 asked “Are Comtes Part of the Left-Wing Media 
Conspiracy?” as well as... 

“You may he wondering exactly what Sarah Palin's 

Debate, and we’re happy to help you wi th that: Apparendy, 
she's anti-witch... or, at least, that's the message that we 

TALES"FROM THE CRYPT. And, as this year’s US 



if only we had an editor with the SCI-FI COEDS as 
LEONID, then wed really be DANGEROUS! Sadly 
wire still stuck with Salicrup, and he lamely pleads that 
the correct credits in both TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
comic if 8 and graphic novel if 5 should have read: 

(BASH) ON “THE ADAPTIVE ULTIMATE” 

BY STANLEY 6. WHNBAUM) 



The Crypt-Kccpcrs Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 


CHRISTIAN ZANIER 




Dear Crypt-Kccpcr, 

jusr wanted to make a few comments about TFTC #8. 
“She Who Would Rule the World" was very well done. 
Both the story and the art were great. Very enjoyable. 
As for “Virruai Hoodoo,” it was passable, but did not 
do much for me. One thing 1 found hilarious... Barts 
left hand shot up from the crypt when the monsters 
called upon him. In and of itself, nor funny. However, 
when you consider his left arm was ripped off by Crazy 


SUBSCITFTlONS! 
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'OU’VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 

yoim ommot 


(BUT WE’RE COMING OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 



COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, CABRAL, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, 
HUDSON, KAPLAN, KLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, MANNION, 
MARTINEZ, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SIMMONS, SMITH 3, TODD, VEULLA and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 












PAPERCUTi.7 

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE TENTH TERROR-FILLED, 
RECESSION-PROOF ISSUE OF THE ALL-NEW... 



RESPECTFULLY OEDICATEO TO WILLIAM M. GAINES, AL FELDSTEIN, 
REED CRANOALL, JOHNNY CRAIG, JACK DAVIS, WILL ELDER, GEORGE 
EVANS, GRAHAM INGELS, JACK KAMEN, BERNIE KRIGSTEIN, HARVEY 
KURT2MAN, JOE ORLANOO, GEORGE ROUSSOS, MARIE SEVERIN, 
WILLIAMSON, ANO WALLY WOOD. 
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MARK LERER 
LETTERER 
STEVEN MANNION 
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CHRIS NELSON & SHELLY DUTCHAK 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EOITORIAL ASSISTANT 


JIM SALICRUP 
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Coming In April 2009 From 

PAPERCUT*. 









Who knew THE OLD WITCH was so jealous of 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT’s successful return to 
NIGHTMARISH NEWSSTANDS and CREEPY 
COMICBOOK STORES? But what kind of CRYPT- 
KEEPER would I be if I couldn’t deal with ENVIOUS 
ECCENTRICS? As if REAL-LIFE wasn’t SCARY 
enough, it seems all you BOILS and GHOULS still 
enjoy my unique style of SHOCK SUSPENSTORIESf 
Even tired oT TIME MAGAZINE featured the cover 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT #8 in a recent issue! 
Though they missed the REAL STORY- that TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT is back, baby! 

But with all that MEDIA FRENZY behind us, we’ve 
managed to count up all the votes far your favorite 
FEAR-Y TALE from TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
f8. The winner is “She Who Would Rule the World ," 
Christian Zamer’s ULTIMATE ADAPTATION of 
Stanley G. Weinbaum’s classic sci-fi short story "The 
Adaptive Ultimate.* The race was as tight as the Vault- 
Keeper’s grip on INSANITY, with Joe R. Lansdalf and 
John l. Lansdales “Virtual Hoodoo," illustrated by 


LAME-BRAINED LUDDITES may have hid trouble 
finding our new online poll - there weren’t nearly as 
; many votes as we expected' What’s wrong, kiddies?! 
Don’t you realize that VOTING is not only a right, but 
your PA TRIOTIC DUTY! How else will we determine 
exactly what kind of TERROR- TALES to present on 
our not-so-pulpy pages? Be that a, it may, John L. 
Lansdate, fames Romberger and Marguerite Van Cook’s 
“Chicken Man," the scariest story featuring hem and 
roosters this side ofTROMA’s POULTRYGEIST, won 
top honors over Fred Van Lente and Ryan Dunlaveys 


*i Glass Heads.“ Poor Ryan will just have to settle for 
having his AWFUL ARTWORK being on display 
at New York City’s MUSEUM OF COMIC AND 
CARTOON ART (www.moccany.org), while his 
PARTNER-IN-SLIME consoles himself scripting 
MARVEL ZOMBIES 3, from that company that once 

Now, I can understand the Vault-Keeper not being 
able to find our poll - he can hardly find his way 
back to his VAULT OF HORROR - but the rest of 

the TALES FROM THE CRYPT section - don’t be 
scared off by that terrifying GHOUL DETECTIVE, 
NANCY DROOL or those BRAINLESS 
BIONICKLESANDDIMES - and click on this issue’s 
cover to vote for your favorite story from this issue' 

See, its EC! 

Don't forget, if you ever miss an issue (Gaines forbid!) 
of TALES FROM THE CRYPT, you can stillfind the 
stones collected in paperback and hardcover collections 
wherever books are sold! There’s even a boxed set ON 
SALE NOW collecting paperback volumes 01 (“Ghouls 
Gone Wild!”), 02 CCan You Fear Me Now’”), 03 
(“Zombieticious!"), and 04 (“Crypt-Keeping It Real *)! 
So, you see, thanks to our GREEDY PUBLISHERS, 
you're never without access to all our CRYPT-Y 
BADNESS! 

And speaking of BADNESS, time to hear what our 
FIENDISH FANS have to say . 


I Dear The Crypt-Keeper, The Old Witch and The 
I Vault-Keeper: 

ust say that these wo stories in TALES FROM 
I THE CRYPT m really gave me some hi 
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YOU‘V£ WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MMED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 
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(BUT WE'RE COMING OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY1) 




COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, CABRAL, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, 
HUDSON, KAPLAN, KLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, MANNION, 
MARTINEZ, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SIMMONS, SMITH 3, TODD, VEULLA and VOLLMARl 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 









CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED DELUXE® Presents: 


Available Now At Bookstores Everywhere 

Or order from Popercutz: Send to: 

Pleose odd $4.00 postage and hondllng. Popercutz, 40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
Moke Check poyoble to NBM Publishing. New York, NY 10005, 1-800-886-1223 


/.papercutz.com 









papercutD 


PROUDLY PRESENTS A PUTRID POP-ART PRODUCTION- 
THE ELEVENTH EMBARASSINGLY EXPLOITIVE ISSUE OF THE ALL-NEW... 





RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED TO WILLIAM M. GAINES, AL FELDSTEIN, 
REED CRANDALL, JOHNNY CRAIG, JACK DAVIS, WILL ELDER, GEORGE 
EVANS, GRAHAM INGELS, JACK KAMEN, BERNIE KRIGSTEIN, HARVEY 
KURTZMAN, JOE ORLANDO, GEORGE ROUSSOS, MARIE SEVERIN, AL 
WILLIAMSON, AND WALLY WOOD. 


“LITTLE DARL1N*” 
JOHN L. LANSDALE 
WRITER 

JAMES ROMBERGER & 
MARGUERITE VAN COOK 
ARTISTS 

JAMES ROMBERGER 
LETTERER 



JIM SAUCRUP 
WRITER 



RICK PARKER 

ARTISTsTITLE LETTERER /COLOR 
MARK LERER 
LETTERER 
STEVEN MANNION 
COVER ARTIST 

CHRIS NELSON & SHELLY DUTCHAK 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
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collecting storks by bilgrey, 

CABRAL, MR. BXCS, GNIEWEK, HUDSON, 
KAPLAN, KLBID, LANSDALB, LOBDBU. 
MANNION, MARTINEZ. MeGRBGOR, 
MURASB, NORTH, PBTRUCHA, 
ROMBBRGBR, SIMMONS, SMITH 3, 
TODD, VBLILLA AND VOLLMAR! 
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Coming In April 2009 From 

PAPERCUT*. 

Special preview on the following twa pages... 


CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED® Presents: 












Then — in my childhood— in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life— was drawn 
From ev’ry depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 
From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that ’round me roll’d 
In its autumn tint of gold— 

From the lightning in the sky 
As it pass’d me flying by— 

From the thunder and the storm, 

And the cloud that took the form 
(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 

Of a demon in my view. 















The Old Witch is right! The Vault-Keeper 
and I have been spending too much time 
keeping Vaults and Crypts, and not enough 
time keeping SANE! Maybe its from too 
much contact with our INSANE EC 
Fan-Addicts! Or watching too much You 
Toomb ? Well, despite the great risk to my 
mental health, it’s time once again to present 
your CRAZY COMMENTS and INSANE 
INSIGHTS! 

Although, now that MY sanity is in 
question, how do I know that these are 
really YOUR letters? Or in the case of our 
ONLINE READERS POLL, how do I 
know these are really the correct results? Well, 
outside of a quick crossover with the shrinks 
from PSYCHOANALYSIS, there’s no way 

lets jus/live DANGEROUSLY, and accept 
whatever comes our way! 

According to our PUTRID POLL, "Brain 
Food” by Rob Vollmar and Tim Smith 3 won 
an overwhelming 61 % of your votes, leaving 
"Murder M.A.J.D., ” by GregFarshtey and 
Mr. Exes, a paltry 39% of die vote. That’s 
actually rather SHOCKING when you 
consider that Mr. Farshtey is the writer of the 


BIONICLE graphic novels, the biggest-selling 
series from Papercutz! Perhaps we should've 
mentioned that Murder M.A.I.D. was 
actually the SEVENTH TOA? Or maybe I’m 
hallucinating again? 

To vote for your fave FEAR-Y TALE from 
the issue you now grasp in your FETID 
FINGERS, just go to www.papercutz.com, 
find the TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
section, and click on this issue’s cover to vote 
for your favorite story from this issue! Oh, 
and it really helps if you have one of those 

And don’t PANIC or get MAD if you 
somehow missed a TERROR-FILLED issue of 
the TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, 
you can stillfind the same scary stories 
collected in equally scary, but albeit smaller- 
sized paperback and hardcover editions, 
available from booksellers everywhere! 

TALES FROM THE CRYPT Graphic 
Novel #6 *You Toomb" is on sale now, and 
features all your favorite BRAIN-EATING 
MONSTERS, VOODOO HITMEN, 
KILLER ROBOTS, and BABY VAMPIRES! 
But if you’re looking fir FIENDISH FANS, 









TV movie in the works hosed on TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT. It’s being created 
especially for our younger fans, so you 
BLOOD-THIRSTY GEEZERS will just 
have to stick with the reruns of the HBO 
series on the CHILLER channel! But if 
enough of you BOILS and GHOULS watch 
the all-new TV movie, an all-new TV series 
starring me, the ORIGINAL Crypt-Keeper 
could be in your future! 



Subject: TALES PROM THE CRYPT 

This stuff is great. I remember reading 
reprints of the originals back in the ‘80’s, 

love the tales and 1 can’t get enough. I finish 
each book thirsting for more. I just read #1 
and #2 and have read about your plans for 
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED, which I think 
is great. Keep up the good work! 

A fan, 

Steven Ortix 


Speaking of ROTTING REPRINTS, 

Steven, in case you were UNAWARE, all the 
original issues of TALES FROM THE CRYP T 
are being collected in a senes of great, big, 
full-color hardcover volumes by Gemstone 
Publishing. But there’s a particular Jack 
Davis-drawn tale that we may be including 
in one of our upcoming Papercutz collections. 
All we can say now is that it may be the most 
requested CRYPT tale of all (by me)! 

Stay tuned! 

And what better way to stay tuned to the 
CRYPT OF TERROR than to subscribe .? 


SUBS tWWf IONS! 



So prove that you’re actually ALIVE out there, 
and send your own CRYPTIC COMMENTS to: 
The Crypt-Keeper’s Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 
Or email your comments to the Old Editor at: 
salicrup@papercutz.com 
And if any of you are licensed psychiatrists, 
let me know if I’m NUTS or not! 














Available Now At Bookstores Everywhere 

Or order from Papercutz: Send to: 

Please add $4.00 postage and handling. Papercutz, 40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
Moke Check payable ta NBM Publishing. New York, NY 10005, 1-800-886-1223 
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